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“Public opinion research … should never be allowed to 
serve the interests of the demagogue but should serve 
the interests of the general population. It is hoped that 
this and future conferences will assist in bringing about 
this state of affairs.”

LIEF HOLBAEK-HANSSEN (OSLO, NORWAY), STATEMENT ON 
“FRONTIERS OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH,” OPENING SESSION OF 
EAGLES MERE CONFERENCE, SEPTEMBER 12, 1948
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Topics Addressed at Eagles Mere Conference

1.  Experiences with probability sampling in private agencies

2.  Opinion research as an aid to public relations practice

3.  New developments in industrial relations research

4.  Standards in public opinion research

5.  Public opinion research in the service of the local community

6.  Academic and non-academic research – distinction and inter-relation

7.  Current activities in mass communications research
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Year Location Events

1947 Williamstown, MA, USA AAPOR founded
Idea of association of international survey professionals first 
proposed

1948 Eagle’s Mere, PA, USA WCPOR founded – First conference held in conjunction with AAPOR
Constitution formally adopted; First committees organized
Name changed from WCPOR to WAPOR

1949 Paris, France Second WAPOR Conference held in conjunction with ESOMAR

1972 Atlantic City, NJ, USA 25th WAPOR Conference

1997 Edinburgh, Scotland 50th WAPOR Conference

2012 Hong Kong First WAPOR Conference held outside of Europe & North America

2022 Dubai, UAE 75th WAPOR Conference
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WAPOR Annual Conferences 1947-2011



WAPOR Annual Conferences 2012-2022



WHAT’S BEING EXAMINED AT 

WAPOR CONFERENCES?
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1948 Conference Paper Word Cloud
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2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud
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2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud
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2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud
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26



2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud

27



2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud

28



2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud

29



2022 Conference Paper Word Cloud
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WAPOR Membership 2006-2022
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Overall satisfaction with the WAPOR conference 
2019 - 2021
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Future WAPOR Conference Locations

Year Location

2023 Vienna, Austria

2024 Seoul, South Korea – joint meeting with WAPOR Asia Pacific

2025 St. Louis, MO, USA – joint meeting with AAPOR
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