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About Arab Barometer

▶ Arab Barometer is a nonpartisan research network that provides
insight into the social, political, and economic attitudes and values of
ordinary citizens across the Arab world

▶ Arab Barometer goals
1. Track attitudes & behavior
2. Build institutional capacity
3. Disseminate knowledge about ordinary citizens living in MENA



About the surveys

▶ More than 75,000 interviews to date
▶ 55 nationally representative surveys
▶ Six waves across 15 countries

▶ Wave 1 (2006-7) in 7 countries
▶ Wave 2 (2010-11) in 10 countries
▶ Wave 3 (2012-14) in 12 countries
▶ Wave 4 (2016-17) in 7 countries
▶ Wave 5 (2018-19) in 12 countries
▶ Wave 6 (2020) in 5 countries

▶ Data are publicly available for download and analysis at
arabbarometer.org

arabbarometer.org


Methodological issues during COVID



Arab Barometer 6th wave

▶ Phone surveys due to health risks associated with in-person
interviews due to COVID-19

▶ Four rounds of surveys in each country in fall 2020
▶ Completed surveys: Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, & Tunisia
▶ To be completed: Iraq, Kuwait, & Libya
▶ Based on a random sample of 1,000 respondents per country using

random-digit dialing (RDD) techniques.
▶ Used recontact list based on sample of 350,000 phone numbers in

Lebanon.
▶ Surveys conducted by local partners across the region



Methodological challenges

Challenge Consideration Outcome

1. Mode Phone vs. web Phone

2. Institutional capacity AutoDial, RDD Minor modifications

3. Sampling frame Single or dual Mobile only

4. Length of interview 20minutes max Four separate surveys

5. Country infrastructure Geographic coverage Weighting

6. Non-response bias Differing response rates Future research

7. Mode effects Questionnaire design Future research

8. Regime type Response bias Conditioning & future research



Upcoming surveys

1. Additional phone surveys
2. Online opt-in panel
3. Push-to-web by text message
4. Face-to-face surveys



Surveys during COVID



Concern about COVID



Reason for Concern



Fear of COVID on the rise in Tunisia



Women are more concerned about COVID



Fear of losing source of income



Violence against women



Trust in government



Government performance & COVID



Restricting rights due to COVID
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